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AMCONSUL TIJUANA PRIORITY 

UNCLAS MEXICO 9921 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: CASC, MX 

SUBJECT: IMPLEMENTATION OF PRIVACY ACT WITH RESPECT TO 
AMERICAN PRISONERS 

FOR POSTS: 

1. AMCONSUL MERIDA INQUIRES WHETHER IT IS NECESSARY TO 
OBTAIN RELEASES FROM PRISONERS UNDER PRIVACY ACT IN ORDER 
TO CONTINUE REVIEW OF CASES SINCE INFO WILL BE SUPPLIED 
TO AND USED BY CONGRESSIONAL COMMITTEE. IT IS EMBASSY'S 
UNDERSTANDING THAT SUBSECTION (B) (9) OF ACT PERMITS DIS 
CLOSURE OF INFORMATION TO EITHER HOUSE OF CONGRESS, OR, 

TO THE EXTENT OF MATTER WITHIN ITS JURISDICTION, ANY 
COMMITTEE OR SUBCOMMITTEE THEREOF, ANY JOINT COMMITTEE OF 
CONGRESS OR SUBCOMMITTEE OF ANY SUCH JOINT COMMITTEE. 
EMBASSY THEREFORE CONCLUDES THAT RELEASES FROM PRIS- 
ONERS ARE NOT NECESSARY FOR PURPOSE OF REVIEW. 

O 
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2. AMCONSUL MERIDA ALSO ASKS WHETHER WE CAN CONTINUE 
SENDING INFORMATION ABOUT PRISONERS BY UNCLASSIFIED 
TELEGRAM. IN VIEW OF DIFFICULTIES AND DELAYS IN 
SENDING INFORMATION BY OTHER MEANS THAN UNCLASSIFIED 
TELEGRAM, EMBASSY BELIEVES THIS METHOD SHOULD CONTINUE 
TO BE USED UNLESS AND UNTIL INSTRUCTIONS TO CONTRARY 
RECEIVED FROM DEPARTMENT. 

3. AMCONSUL GUADALAJARA ASKS WHETHER PRIVACY ACT PRE- 
CLUDES FURNISHING INFORMATION TO NEXT OF KIN OR OTHERS 
IMMEDIATELY AFTER ARREST, ESPECIALLY IN CASES WHERE INI 
TIAL CONTACT IS MADE BY TELEPHONE, E.G. WHERE CITIZEN 

IS ARRESTED AT SOME DISTANCE FROM POST. IN SUCH CASES, 
WRITTEN RELEASE CANNOT BE OBTAINED AT ONCE. EMBASSY 
DOES NOT BELIEVE IT WAS INTENT OF CONGRESS TO CAUSE 
DELAYS IN EMERGENCY SITUATIONS, AND THAT NOTIFICATIONS 
AT REQUEST OF ARRESTED PERSONS SHOULD CONTINUE TO BE MADE 
EVEN IF IT IS NOT POSSIBLE TO OBTAIN WRITTEN CONSENT. 
MOREOVER, AT TIME OF INITIAL CONTACT, NO FILE OR RECORD 
HAS BEEN ESTABLISHED. IT IS THEREFORE NOT CLEAR THAT 
THE PRIVACY ACT IS APPLICABLE. EMBASSY SUGGESTS, HOW- 
EVER, THAT POSTS INCLUDE IN ITEM 13, TELEGRAPHIC ARREST 
REPORT TO DEPARTMENT, STATEMENT THAT ARRESTED PERSON 
SPECIFICALLY REQUESTED NOTIFICATION, FOR EXAMPLE, "NEXT 
OF KIN NOTIFIED BY POST AT SPECIFIC ORAL REQUEST OF 
SUBJECT”. 

4. EMBASSY HOPES ALL POSTS WILL BRING PROBLEMS INVOLVING 
IMPLEMENTATION OF PRIVACY ACT TO ITS ATTENTION. AS IN PRE- 
SENT MESSAGE, SUCH PROBLEMS AND GUIDANCE IN RESOLVING THEM 
WILL BE BROUGHT TO ATTENTION OF ALL POSTS. 

FOR DEPARTMENT: 

5. DEPARTMENT REQUESTED TO ADVISE EMBASSY AND POSTS IF ANY 
GUIDANCE GIVEN ABOVE IS IN ERROR OR FAILS TO COVER SITUATION 
ADEQUATELY. 
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